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CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 12782 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, ID 

SUBJECT: TRANSIT OF USS HANCOCK THROUGH MALACCA STRAIT 

1. WHILE ATTENDING OPENING OF UNITED NATIONS BUILDING 
(FORMERLY U.S. AID BUILDING) TODAY, I WAS ADMONISHED BY 
FOREIGN MINISTER ADAM MALIK IN FRONT OF PRESS ABOUT 
TRANSIT BY SEVENTH FLEET UNITS OF STRAIT OF MALACCA 
WITHOUT NOTIFICATION. IN BANTERING BUT NONETHELESS 
SHARP EDGED WAY MALIK INQUIRE WHETHER IT WAS TRUE THAT 
U.S. NAVY UNITS HAD TRANSITTED MALACCA STRAIT (HE SAID 
"OUR WATERS IN MALACCA STRAIT") WITHOUT MY NOTIFYING 
HIM. SOMEWHAT DISINGENUOUSLY AND WITH INDONESIAN PRESS 
EGGING HIM ON, I TOLD MALIK THAT I HAD NO INFORMATION. 

2. INDONESIAN PRESS THEREUPON THREW SERIES OF QUESTIONS 
AT FOREIGN MINISTER AND AT ME. QUESTIONS TO HIM CON- 
CERNED WHETHER HE HAD SENT U.S. FORMAL NOTE OF PROTEST. 
QUESTIONS TO ME CONCERNED ALLEGED UPI STORY TO EFFECT 
DOD SOURCES HAD SAID. AMONG OTHER THINGS, PURPOSE OF 
TRANSIT OF MALACCA STRAIT BY THESE VESSELS WAS TO EXER- 
CISE RIGHT OF FREE PASSAGE OF MALACCA STRAIT. THEY ALSO 
ASKED ME TO STATE OUR POSITION ON "INNOCENT PASSAGE." 
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WE HOPED TO RECONCILE VARIOUS INTERESTS, INCLUDING OUR 
INTEREST IN FREE PASSAGE OF MALACCA STRAIT, IN LOS 
CONFERENCE. 

3. GENERAL ATMOSPHERE WAS GOOD-NATURED AND BANTERING 
BUT THERE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE HULLABALOO IN INDONESIAN 
PRESS AND MALIK IN EFFECT PUT ME ON PUBLIC NOTICE DE- 
MANDING EXPLANATION. 

4. COMMENT: THIS PROBLEM COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED BY 
ROUTINE NOTIFICATION WE HAVE BEEN GIVING AND WHICH HAS 
BEEN SERVING US WELL. CONFRONTATION ON THIS ISSUE WILL 

HELP NO ONE. SUGGEST I BE INSTRUCTED TO TELL MALIK VERBALLY WE REGRET 
DELAY IN GIVING COURTESY INFORMATION TO GOI AND EXPRESS 
TO MALIK MY HOPE THAT WE CAN AVOID FURTHER PUBLIC AIRING 
OF THIS ISSUE. 

GALBRAITH 
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